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VIRTUAL BID DAY BACK IN THE BOX 
Although in-person activities had to be canceled, 
Eastern's sororities celebrated Bid Day Sunday. 
The Eastern baseball team is back 
practicing after having their hot 
start cut short last season. P �GE 3 
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By Corryn Brock and Elizabeth Taylor 
News Editor and Associate News Editor I @OEN_news 
The Board of Trustees discussed changes to 
the way Title IX hearings arc done during its 
meeting Friday. 
Colleges and universities throughout the 
country were required to comply with the regu­
lations by August 14. 
Changes vary but overall but when the chang­
es were initially introduced to universities, U.S. 
Department of Education Betsy DcVos said 
they were meant to balance the scales of justice 
in campus hearings of Title IX and secure due 
process. 
Changes include: 
· Institutions must allow cross-examination 
by advisers of complaining parties, responding 
parties and witnesses during live hearings by of­
ficials from the university or college. 
· Colleges arc only required to respond to off­
carnpus sexual harassment reports if the location 
of the harassment is a place officially recognized 
as a place used for a student or institution orga­
nization. 
· Colleges will use one of two standards of 
proof will be used, preponderance of evidence 
or clear and convincing, and must the standard 
for all hearings. 
· Domestic violence, dating violence and 
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Ezavian Latham (right), a so 
Hall on Thursday afternoon 
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omore electric engineering major, sits with a friend on a bench between Lawson Hall and Andrews 
two were working on their music. 
Eastern students reflect on 9/11 attacks 
. . 
By Heather Vosburgh 
Staff Reporter I @DEN_news 
On Sept. 11,  2001, a series of four at­
tacks were issued on the United States by 
the terrorist group Al-Qaeda. 
Nearly 3,000 people aicd as a result of 
these attacks and over 25,000 others were 
injured. 
9/ 11 is known as the single most deadly 
attack in American history. 
As it nears 20 years since the terrorist at­
tack, many young adults were not alive dur­
ing the incident or too young to compre­
hend the gravity of the attack at the time. 
Jeremiah Goodman, a freshman journal­
ism major said he learned about the event 
in school and from his family. 
"I just remembered how important it 
was as a kid growing up in school. We'd be 
in school on that day and I just remember 
how, like, I don't know, how it was really 
dramatic and really sad," Goodman said. 
"I remember how my family used to talk 
about it, seeing it on the news, and the sto­
ries they heard from people who were there 
or had family that were there, and it was 
just really heartfelt." 
Goodman said 9/11 is something hard to 
comprehend. 
"It makes me wonder if something like 
that will happen again or how something 
like that could even be allowed to take 
place," Goodman said. "It's really crazy, and 
"There were people who didn't deserve to die that day in 
that building. I don't have any relatives that I know of that 
died in that buildin�1, but all 3,000 of those people did not 
deserve what they �1ot:' 
not to say that I wish I was there to wit­
ness it, but I wish, I'm pretty sus:c every kid 
wishes there was a position to, like, help or, 
you know, a way that they could stop some­
thing so drastic from happening .. " 
Freshman computer science miajor, Bren­
dan Zeitlin, says 9/11 was very unfortunate. 
"There were people who didn'1t deserve to 
die that day in that building," Zeitlin said. 
"I don't have any relatives that I know of 
that died in that building, but all 3,000 
of those people did not deserve what they 
got." 
Students have varying opini,ons on the 
portrayal of 9/ 11 in schools. 
Noah McCammon, a sophon1orc politi­
cal science major, says, for the most part, 
the school system accurately portrays 9/ 11. 
"But it's always going to be on c-sidcd be­
cause history is always told in the eyes of 
the victors," McCammon said. "J; mean, not 
always the victors, but, like, frc•m the side 
of the story you want to tell it from." 
-Brendan Zeitlin, freshman 
A sophomore neuroscience major, Rashad 
Oliver, also said school system's portrayal of 
9/11 is too one-sided. 
"It doesn't go into how the American 
government, like, messed up a lot of the 
Middle East, like Desert Storm and all that 
other stuff during the Bush administra­
tion," Oliver said. 
Many schools around the U.S. still rec­
ognize 9/11 and honor the event in some 
manner. 
Mary Kate Drufkc, a sophomore commu­
nication disorders and sciences major, said 
her high school showed videos over the an­
nouncements and performed a moment of 
silence. 
"In sophomore year, I think, I know one 
of the teachers at my high school put some­
thing together. I think he showed, like, a 
montage of, like, the events happening that 
day," Drufkc said. "Then, I think, him and 
I think he had some other teachers, like, 
send in videos of them talking about it and 
giving their perspective on what happened 
that day." 
Goodman said his middle school did 
something different for 9/11 one year. 
"I remember I was in 6th grade, and our 
school made everyone in the entire build­
ing, aJI grades, everyone got a single name 
and we walked around the school in a mo­
mcn t of silence, basically in parading of 
their lives. I remember we all just had a dif­
ferent name, like, we might not of known 
the person at all, but, you know, just to 
show our support from that day," Good­
man said. "Some of our teachers were alive 
and they remember how terrible it was to 
sec such a thing, so I remember a few times 
in school where we would have moments si­
lence, we would all stand, you know, the 
sports teams might do something for it, 
there would be posters all over the walls, 
and they'd try to do their best at educating 
us on the event." 
Goodman said that as he continued his 
education, people started to do less for 
9/11. 
"As a kid, every year on 9/11 there was 
something we did, but, like, as I've gotten 
older, middle school to high school, less 
and less was done," Goodman said. "We 
started to forget it rather than remember 
it." 
Heather Vosburgh can be reached at 581-
2812 or at hmvosburgh@eiu.edu. 
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By Jeny Nowicki 
Capitol News Hlinois 
SPRINGFIELD - The state report­
ed another 2,145 cases ofCOVID-19 
on Friday as 56,661 tests were complet­
ed over the previous 24 hours, increas­
ing the seven-day average positivity rate 
t o 3.9 percent. 
The Illinois Department of Public 
Health also announced another 32 virus­
related deaths in persons aged between 
their 50s and their 90s. That brought the 
total number of deaths to 8,273 since 
the pandemic first reached Illinois, while 
there have been 257,788 confirmed cases 
among more than 4.6 million tests com­
pleted.. The recovery rate is 96 percent 
for those 42 days removed from a posi­
tive diagnosis, according to IDPH. 
c 
car a 
There were 30 counties at a warning 
levd for COVID-19 spread as of Friday, 
according to IDPH, and two areas that 
have seen increased restrictions due to 
COVID-19 saw their positivity rate re­
main roughly flat. 
Region 7, including Will and Kanka­
kee counties, has a 7.5 percent positivity 
rate as ofTucsday, which was level from 
the day prior. In Region 4, including the 
Metro East area on the Missouri border, 
the positivity rate was 10 percent. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF ILLINOIS.GOV 
Gov. JB Pritzker takes questions from the news media at a news conference in Chicago Friday. 
The regions' positivity rates must de­
crease to 6.5 percent before added mit­
igations - which include closing of bars 
and restau rants to indoor eating and 
drinking-can be rolled back. 
Gov. JB Pritzker, at an unrelated news 
conference Friday, took questions on 
mitigation efforts and their potential im­
pact on mental health, drug overdoses 
and suicide. 
On Thursday, IDPH Director Dr. 
Ngozi Ezike said in a news conference 
there was "no conclusive data" that sui­
cide rates have increased due to COY-
ID-19, but she noted, "issues such as job 
loss, financial strain and social isolation 
are all risk factors for suicide." 
She urged anyone in an emergen­
cy situation regarding suicide to call the 
Natlon:al Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 
1-800-273-8255. 
The governor once again blamed a 
lack of a nation al strategy for making it 
difficult for states to mitigate spread. 
He �;aid Iowa, which had a positivity 
rate near 14 percent, and Missouri, with 
a rate mear 12 percent, are among neigh­
boring states with much higher positivi­
ty rates. 
While a vaccine could "change the 
trajectory," according to the governor, he 
said the economy will be unable to re-
THE TIMI HAS COME TO eoo1 
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cover without a national strategy. 
Hospitalizations for the virus in Illi­
nois remain slightly above their pandem­
ic lows. At the end ofThursday, there 
were l,619 persons reponedhospitalized 
with COVID-19, leaving about 37 per­
cent of beds available statewide. 
There were 359 intensive care unit 
beds in use by COVID-19 patients 
while roughly 42 percent were avail­
able. COVID-19 patients were using 
15 5 ventilators, with roughly 78 percent 
available. 
The counties at a warning level in­
clude Bond, Bureau, Cass, Clinton, 
Coles, Crawford, DeKalb, DuPage, Eff­
ingham, Greene, G rundy , Hancock, 
Henderson, Jackson, Jasper, Jersey, Law-
rence, Madison, McLean, Monroe, Mor­
gan, Pulaski, Schuyler, Shdby, Stark, St. 
Clair, Tazewell, Vermilion, Washington 
and Williamson. 
A county enters a warning level when 
two or more risk indicators measuring 
the amount of COVID-19 increase , in­
cluding cases per 100,000 residents, hos­
pital bed usage, test positivity rate and 
number of deaths among others. 
Common causes for an increase in 
cases in those counties are college par­
ties, weddings, large gatherings, bars and 
clubs, long-term care facilities and oth­
er congregate Settings, travel to neighbor­
ing states, and spread among members 
of the same household who are not iso­
lating at home, according to IDPH. 
aesars· 
-Lowest price claim is based on the price of a delivered pizza order with delivery fees for the 
top four national pizza chains, on a national basis. Comparison is based on one or more large 
Little Caesars pizza(s), with up to five toppings, and the other three pizza chains' comparable 
large pizza(s) sold at fNf.ry day menu prices. Delivery available from participating locations, 
with online orders only. Delivery fees apply. Plus tax. For guarantee terms, visit 
www.informatioo.Uttlecaesars.com/en-us/lowestpriteguarantee. C2020 LCE, Inc. CR0014488 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 
Eastern sororities hold 
virtual bid day Su.nday 
By Ryan Meyer 
Opinions Editor I @DEN_news 
Eastern's sororities cdebrated Bid 
Day on Sunday, welcoming new so­
rority women to their chapters in a 
different way than they have experi­
enced in the past. 
The National Panhcllenic Confer­
ence placed a moratorium on in-per­
son Bid Days for all 26 chapters in 
the conference. 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandem-
.. ic may have prevented women from 
experiencing Bid Day the conven­
tional way, but Hannah Gillaspie, a 
senior hjstory major and the Panhel­
lcnic President, said that she want­
ed them to experience everything as a 
"new normal." 
"I think that the experience was 
different," Gillaspie said. "Do I think 
that, in a way, they missed out on the 
usual? Yes, but I told the potential 
new members multiple times that I 
don't even want to tell them what the 
usual was. because moving forward 
this may become our normal, we just 
don't even know." 
Gillaspie also said the original plan 
was to keep some of the festivities in 
person, but in the end this semester's 
recruitment process was entirely on­
linc. Some sororities, however, took 
the time to plan dinners or meetups 
with potential new members. 
"Originally, we were going to keep 
Preference and Bid Day in person, 
but Preference we moved virtual be­
cause it's just too difficult for us to 
regulate those safety protocols with­
in the chapter houses," Gillaspie said, 
adding that she wasn't concerned 
about chapters not following guide­
lines but she wanted to ensure active 
and potential new members' safety. 
"Those ceremonies are supposed 
to be really special and intimate for 
the potential new members," Gil­
laspie said. "A moment where they're 
like, 'this is what our chapter's really 
about . '" 
Hannah Rotramd, a senior public 
relations major and the president of 
Alpha Sigma Alpha, also bdieved that 
potential new members were missing 
out on Bid Day experiences. 
"I think being able to open your 
bid and then run home with your 
new sisters is a really exciting expe­
rience for new members and they 
weren't able to do that," Rotramel 
said. 
Alpha Sigma Alpha used break.­
out rooms on Zoom to welcome their 
new members to the sorority and in­
vited them to "receive their welcome 
home baskets and take pictures with 
the bid day banner," Rotramel said. 
Claire Bunsc, a sophomore mar­
keting major, and Service and Giv­
ing Chairperson for Alpha Sigma Al­
pha, said that this year's vinual aspect 
could exhaust a potential new mem­
ber. 
"Between hours of Zoom calls. I 
could imagine it was exhausting and 
stressful," Bunse said. "All of the po­
ccntial new members 1 talked to man­
aged to be cheerful and nke with the 
OPINIONS 
STAFF EDITORIAL 
virtual recruitment experience." 
Gillaspie's role as Panhellenic Pres­
ident was challenging because of the 
shift towards virtual recruitment 
and the �;tress of the community as a 
whole. 
"It was difficult because I felt the 
stress of my community and the 
nerves abrout moving virtual, not nec­
essarily the disappointment because 
they understand the climate that we're 
living in right now," Gillaspie said. 
Taylor Comer, junior criminology 
and soci•:>logy major, and vice presi­
dent of @;rowth for Alpha Sigma Tau, 
also said that this year's recruitment 
process was different, but that her so­
rority still managed to make the best 
of the situation. 
"Recruitment was really eccen­
tric overall, but we did amazing for 
the circumstances," Comer said. "We 
were stilll able to carry conversations 
and make connections with poten­
tial new 1members and got to welcosnc 
home some amazing women." 
Comer also said that recruiting this 
year was more of a challenge than in 
the past. 
"It w�� harder because there was 
absolutc:ly no amount of training or 
preparation you can do," Comer said. 
"The besc part about recruitment is 
meeting women face to face and get­
ting tho:;c interactions but since ev­
erything was remote, we lost a sense 
of intimacy." 
Ryan Meyercan be reached at 581-
2812 or rameyer@eiu.edu. 
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stalking arc now considered examples 
of sexual harassment. 
· Scx:ua1 harassment is now defined as 
"any unwelcome conduct that a reason­
able person would find so severe, perva­
sive and objcctivdy offensive that it dc­
rues a person equal educational access," 
but sexual assault, dating violence, and 
stalking do not need to need to meet 
the "severe, pervasive and objectively of­
fensive" part of the description. 
· Colleges arc not required to han­
dle reports of sexual harassment or as­
sault that happens in American study 
abroad programs but can apply mis­
conduct policies for repon:s of those cir­
cumstances. 
· If a Title IX coordinators receives 
several informal complaints of harass­
ment against a single respondent a for­
mal complaint process will not be re­
quired for a hearing. 
· Colleges cannot use a single investi­
gator modd but will now be required to 
use th.rec officials to work inruvidually 
to receive repon:s, investigate and make 
decisions. 
· Colleges now must train all per­
sonnel involved in the Title IX process 
and publish training materials onlinc 
that involves review of the new defini­
tion, scope of the application of Title 
IX, how to conduct formals and infor­
mal processes, serving impartially and 
avoidances of bias. 
·Title IX may be conducted virtual­
ly but staff must be trained to conduct 
meetings virtually and transcripts must 
be made. 
· Colleges must provide evidence re­
lated to allegations to parties and advis­
ers at least ten days prior to when a re­
sponse is required, doing away with gag 
orders. 
·No time frame must be followed 
for responding to reports of sexual mis­
conduct but should have a "reasonably 
prompt" response time. 
University President David Glass­
man also asked on behalf of the BOT 
that the Naming Committee address 
the request of the changing of the name 
of Douglas Hall. 
The change has been brought up 
multiple times over the years, but the 
committee has consistently chosen to 
keep the name of the residence hall. 
The hall is named after Steven Doug-
1 as to commemorate the debate be­
tween Abraham Lincoln and Douglas 
that took place September 18, 1858 in 
Charlcsron, according to Glassman. 
"The university Naming Committee 
inrucated that we should continue to re­
tain the name of Douglas Hall on the 
building." Glassman said. "The reason 
for that really comes down to the com­
memoration of the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates in the 1850s." 
Glassman acknowledged that fact 
that Douglas supported slavery and felt 
strongly on the matter. 
"However at the same time, knowing 
that Steven Douglas was an ardent rac­
ist and such a strong proponent of pro­
slavcry, the question for the president's 
council was 'should we have any build­
ing that has the name of an ardent racist 
in the forefront of that building. regard­
less as to what was the original intent,'" 
Glassman said. 
Board m�ber Audrey Edwards said 
changing the name may be a good way 
to show consideration to Black students 
and communi members. 
RUD THE REST OF THIS STORY AT 
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There should not 
be college football 
games right now 
Trump may be distracting 
u�; from interference news 
The college football season began 
over the weekend for many universi­
ties across the country. 
There were several upsetting scenes 
during these games, especially in the 
games where fans were allowed in the 
staruum with limited seating. 
Despite many stadiums requiring 
social distancing and masks, funs were 
soon bunched together and few masks 
could be found in many crowd shots. 
We at the Daily Eastern News feel 
that there should not be college foot­
ball games this season, and arc pleased 
that the Eastern football team in not 
playing. 
We certainly wish that sports could 
be safely played, but that is simply not 
the case. 
Some teams had to play games with 
a smaller roster as a result of COV­
ID-19 cases on the team or the need 
for other players to isolate as a part of 
contact tracing efforts. Being forced 
w put players into games who may 
not be ready can be risky and can pos­
sibly lead to injury. Also, many teams 
likely had less practice time during 
Editorial Board 
the offseason, which can also lead to 
injuries. 
And at the uruversitics where funs 
can attend games, the risks arc appar­
ent. Putting people together in a sta­
ruum and asking them to stay separate 
is unrealistic. 
People want to get together and 
have fun during sporting events or 
take off their masks to cheer and yell. 
They should be able to resist these 
urges if they care about their own 
safety, but some clearly cannot con­
trol themselves. The only way to stop 
this from happening is to take away 
the temptation. 
We arc sure that it has been very 
difficult for the teams who will not 
play this season. Football is their 
livelihood. We also understand why 
many teams want to play, and why 
the financial aspect can cause many 
universities to feel the need to take 
the field. 
We also recognize that it is too un­
safe at this time, and hope that no 
large outbreaks come out of the games 
that arc happening. 
T h e  United S t a t e s  govern­
ment has confirmed that Andrii 
Derkach is  a Russian agent and 
they have sanctioned him for at­
tempting to influence the 2020 
election. This is a great step for 
our government because it shows 
that they arc finally cracking down 
on Russian interference. 
This announcement has also 
had the effect of both Democrats 
and Re1pu blicans questioning the 
credibility of President Trump and 
his attorney, Rudy Giuliani, who 
worked with Derkach to produce 
and spread anti-Bidcn propagan­
da. Trump also continuously re­
fuses to1 acknowledge that Russia 
meddled in the 2016 election to 
benefit his campaign even though 
it has b1:cn confirmed by the Unit­
ed States  Intelligence Agencies 
and the Senate Intelligence Com­
mittee. 
I bel ieve that Trump is say­
ing some of the outrageous things 
chat be is in order to overshadow 
the meddling of Russia in the up­
coming election. If we look back 
throughout Trump's presidency, 
Lindsey Ulrey 
we can sec that be has used this 
same strategy with numerous is­
sues since he started running for 
president. 
The Russians have a history of 
meddling but the meddling in the 
2016 election and the upcom­
ing election has come to the fore­
front. According to the former di­
rector of the National Security 
Agency, Mike Rogers, this is due 
to the larger scale of the effort and 
the fact that it wasn't just cyber­
attacks. 
It was an "aggressive disinfor­
mation campaign." Rogers also 
said that President "Vladimir Pu­











and we watched the subordinate 
clements in the Russian govern­
mcn t then executing this strate­
gy rhat he had approved." Now we 
know the level of coercion, and we 
know chat our government can no 
longer accept it. 
Although, the main problem is 
finding a way to remedy the prob­
lem without the government vio­
lating our First Amendment right 
of free speech. 
My worry  is that t h e  White  
House is  downplaying the  threat 
f rom Russia  t o  aid President  
Trump's campaign. In  my opin­
ion the most upsetting part of the 
Russian meddling is the way that 
it has hurt our faith in democra­
cy and trust in our federal govern­
ment. House Intelligence Chair­
man Adam Schiff said, "It's dan­
gerous, because if they're not shar­
i n g  this information with the 
American people, the country isn't 
protected." 
Lindsey Ulrey is a freshman poUtical 
science major. She can be reached at 
581-2812 or lnilrey@eiu.edu. 
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Panthers getting back into swing of things 
By Adam Tumlno 
Editor-in-Chief I @adam_tumlno 
Although the Eastern baseball 
team will not be missing out on any 
actual games this semester, their off­
scason plans have been altered by 
COVID-19. 
The Panthers returned to practice 
recently after not playing or prac­
ticing together since March 11, just 
two days before the rest of the 2020 
season was canceled. The Panthers 
were 8-6 at the time with a 2-1 con­
ference record and had won their last 
four games in a row. 
Eastern' s roster is also sizeable this 
year, with six rcdshin-scniors bolster­
ing their the numbers. 
Head coach Jason Anderson, who 
- will begin his sixth season as head 
coach when the 2021 campaign gets 
underway, said he was happy to be 
back practicing after more than six 
months apart. 
"Just with all the protocols in 
place, getting guys back out here that 
in some cases haven't played base­
ball in six months, we're very fortu­
nate to get them out here," Anderson 
said. "We're just really trying to case 
our way back into baseball, keeping 
everybody healthy and getting them 
back into shape." 
Anderson said that in addition to 
keeping everyone healthy as practic­
es resume, another main goal is get­
ting a large roster to build chemistry 
in the fall. 
"For us it's just taking it easy and 
getting to know each other and really 
doing things the right way," he said. 
Normally, the Panthers would be 
able to play a few exhibition games 
during the fall, but with COVID-19 
restrictions, those will not be able to 
happen this year. 
Anderson said that despite this 
change, they arc trying to make 
things feel mostly the same. 
"We're trying to be as normal as 
possible," he said." We're going to 
hopefully get some scrimmages in 
here in a couple weeks, once the 
pitchers get built up. But once we 
get going and once we know cvcry­
body' s in good shape and healthy, 
that's going to be our main goal is 
trying to play as much baseball as we 
can. 
Coming off an abbreviated 2020 
season in which the Panthers were 
playing productive baseball, Ander­
son said the message to the team has 
been to pick up where they left off. 
When the season was post­
poned, Eastern was tied for third in 
the OVC. Their team ERA of 3.66 
ranked third in the conference as 
well, despite two blowout losses ear­
ly in the season to an Arkansas team 
that ranked No. 5 in the country. 
"The message to the players has 
been, from the get-go, is we've got 
unfinished business," Anderson said. 
"We had a great start last year, a great 
year all together, but you know its a 
reset button. We've got to start all 
over again and get back going." 
Adam Tumino can b e  reached at 581-
2812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu. 
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Ea�.tern infielder Christian Pena gears up to swing in a game against Robert Morris-Illinois on March 26, 2019 at 
Co.�ches Field. 
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